
RENEW Course Descriptions: Fall 2023 

MIN401 Dynamics of Discipleship (3 Credits) 

The core of ministry leadership is shepherding individuals toward God, helping them 
grow in their faith, and mobilizing them as productive parts of the body of Christ. This course is 
designed to introduce students to concepts of spiritual development, a biblical understanding 
of what it takes to be a shepherd, and approaches for fostering people of various age groups 
through each stage of growth. 

Bibliography Sample 

• DiscipleShift: Five Steps That Help Your Church to Make Disciples Who Make 
Disciples, Jim Putman, ISBN: 978-0310492627 
• Conformed to His Image: Biblical and Practical Approaches to Spiritual 
Formation, Kenneth Boa, ISBN: 978-0310238485 
• GROW System: Level 1, Pilgrimage, ISBN: 978-0615976129 
• GROW System: Level 2, Pilgrimage, ISBN: 978-0989458313 
• The Christian Life Profile Assessment Tool Workbook: Discovering the Quality of 
Your Relationships with God and Others in 30 Key Areas, Randy Frazee, ISBN: 978-
0310251613 

 

FIN131 Personal Finance (3 Credits) 

Students will develop an understanding of personal finance concepts from a biblical 
worldview. Topics will include saving, personal budgeting, debt, purchasing decisions, 
insurance, investments, retirement and college planning, career choices, real estate and 
mortgages and generosity. Students will apply these concepts to their current and future 
personal financial situations as a foundation for effective lifelong stewardship. 

Bibliography Sample 

• Complete Guide To Money, Dave Ramsey, ISBN: 978-1937077204 
• The Financial Peace Planner: A Step-by-Step Guide to Restoring Your Family’s 
Financial Health, Dave Ramsey, ISBN: 978-0140264685 
• How To Manage Your Money: An In-Depth Bible Study on Personal Finances, 
Larry Burkett, ISBN: 978-0802414779 
• Managing God’s Money: A Biblical Guide, Randy Alcorn, ISBN: 978-1414345536 
• Complete Financial Guide For Young Couples, Larry Burkett, ISBN: 978-
1564761309 

 

https://www.amazon.com/DiscipleShift-Steps-Church-Disciples-Exponential/dp/0310492629/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491251048&sr=8-1&keywords=DISCIPLESHIFT
https://www.amazon.com/DiscipleShift-Steps-Church-Disciples-Exponential/dp/0310492629/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491251048&sr=8-1&keywords=DISCIPLESHIFT
https://www.amazon.com/Conformed-His-Image-Practical-Approaches/dp/031023848X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491251198&sr=8-1&keywords=Conformed+to+His+Image%3A+Biblical+and+Practical+Approaches+to+Spiritual+Formation
https://www.amazon.com/Conformed-His-Image-Practical-Approaches/dp/031023848X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491251198&sr=8-1&keywords=Conformed+to+His+Image%3A+Biblical+and+Practical+Approaches+to+Spiritual+Formation
http://simplyapilgrim.com/product/grow-l1/
http://simplyapilgrim.com/product/grow-l2/
https://www.amazon.com/Christian-Life-Profile-Assessment-Workbook/dp/0310251613/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491251236&sr=8-1&keywords=Christian+Life+Profile+Assessment+Tool+Workbook%3A+Discovering+the+Quality+of+Your+Relationships+with+God+and+Others+in+30+Key+Areas
https://www.amazon.com/Christian-Life-Profile-Assessment-Workbook/dp/0310251613/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491251236&sr=8-1&keywords=Christian+Life+Profile+Assessment+Tool+Workbook%3A+Discovering+the+Quality+of+Your+Relationships+with+God+and+Others+in+30+Key+Areas
https://www.amazon.com/Dave-Ramseys-Complete-Guide-Money/dp/1937077209/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1496679807&sr=8-1&keywords=dave+ramsey+complete+guide+to+money
https://www.amazon.com/Financial-Peace-Planner-Step-Step/dp/014026468X/ref=pd_sim_14_2?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=014026468X&pd_rd_r=H9SK1HGVADB7K249R5GF&pd_rd_w=GLVQk&pd_rd_wg=UGW4n&psc=1&refRID=H9SK1HGVADB7K249R5GF
https://www.amazon.com/Financial-Peace-Planner-Step-Step/dp/014026468X/ref=pd_sim_14_2?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=014026468X&pd_rd_r=H9SK1HGVADB7K249R5GF&pd_rd_w=GLVQk&pd_rd_wg=UGW4n&psc=1&refRID=H9SK1HGVADB7K249R5GF
https://www.amazon.com/How-Manage-Your-Money-Depth/dp/080241477X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1496679943&sr=1-1&keywords=christian+personal+finance
https://www.amazon.com/Managing-Gods-Money-Biblical-Guide/dp/1414345534/ref=pd_sim_14_3?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1414345534&pd_rd_r=J8D0AKFVSP6CMP0P0SJ1&pd_rd_w=Gslc7&pd_rd_wg=Z9bTx&psc=1&refRID=J8D0AKFVSP6CMP0P0SJ1
https://www.amazon.com/Complete-Financial-Couples-Christian-Concept/dp/1564761304/ref=pd_sim_14_5?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1564761304&pd_rd_r=J8D0AKFVSP6CMP0P0SJ1&pd_rd_w=Gslc7&pd_rd_wg=Z9bTx&psc=1&refRID=J8D0AKFVSP6CMP0P0SJ1


LDR301 Foundations of Leadership (3 Credits) 

This course is designed to disciple students in the role, qualifications, and skills of 
leadership. It is designed to introduce the student to the basic principles of leadership as they 
relate one-on-one, in small group environments, as well as in leading leaders within an 
organization. Attention will be given to learning to differentiate between various leadership 
styles, to identify exemplary role models from various contexts, to evaluate personal leadership 
tendencies and traits, and to help students begin to work on their own leadership skills. 

Bibliography Sample 

• Spiritual Leadership: Moving People on to God’s Agenda, Revised and Expanded, 
Henry T. Blackaby, ISBN: 978-1433669187 
• Next Generation Leader: 5 Essentials for Those Who Will Shape the Future, Andy 
Stanley, ISBN: 978-1590525395 
• Courageous Leadership: Field-Tested Strategy for the 360° Leader, Bill Hybels, 
ISBN: 978-0310495956 
• Spiritual Leadership: Principles of Excellence For Every Believer, J. Oswald 
Sanders, ISBN: 978-0802482273 
• The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership: Follow Them and People Will Follow You, 
John Maxwell, ISBN: 978-0785288374 

 

THE230 Christian Apologetics (3 Credits) 

This course is a survey and evaluation of various evangelical approaches to apologetics 
and an examination of various worldviews, with an emphasis on the development of a Christian 
worldview. The course will equip the believer in the use of scripture and theistic proofs to 
defend the Christian faith by identifying and responding to attacks from secularists, 
pragmatists, skeptics, and those in other religions. Most importantly, this course will bolster the 
faith of Christians by commending the reality, relevance, reliability, credibility, excitement, and 
wonder of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Bibliography Sample 

• Five Views on Apologetics, Steve B. Cowan, ISBN: 978-0310224761 
• Apologetics: A Justification of Christian Belief, John M. Frame, ISBN: 978-
1596389380 
• Reasonable Faith: Christian Truth and Apologetics, William Lane Craig, ISBN: 978-
1433501159 
• Philosophical Foundations for a Christian Worldview, J.P. Moreland, ISBN: 978-
0830826940 

https://www.amazon.com/Spiritual-Leadership-Moving-Revised-Expanded/dp/1433669188/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491250564&sr=8-1&keywords=Spiritual+Leadership+-+Revised+and+Expanded
https://www.amazon.com/Next-Generation-Leader-Essentials-Future/dp/1590525396/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491250652&sr=8-1&keywords=Next+Generation+Leader+%3A+5+Essentials+for+Those+Who+Will+Shape+the+Future
https://www.amazon.com/Courageous-Leadership-Field-Tested-Strategy-Leader/dp/0310495954/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1491258962&sr=1-1&keywords=Courageous+Leadership
https://www.amazon.com/Spiritual-Leadership-Principles-Excellence-Commitment/dp/0802482279/ref=pd_sim_14_5?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0802482279&pd_rd_r=C53J71YD5H831XBMCW5P&pd_rd_w=sCDKP&pd_rd_wg=sX0Mm&psc=1&refRID=C53J71YD5H831XBMCW5P
https://www.amazon.com/21-Irrefutable-Laws-Leadership-Anniversary/dp/0785288376/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1496607819&sr=1-1&keywords=21+irrefutable+laws+of+leadership
https://www.amazon.com/Five-Views-Apologetics-Steven-Cowan/dp/0310224764/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491408174&sr=8-1&keywords=five+views+on+apologetics
https://www.amazon.com/Apologetics-Justification-Christian-John-Frame/dp/1596389389/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_2?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1596389389&pd_rd_r=FKNCHVY0C2X7KRJPJW4B&pd_rd_w=MDzv3&pd_rd_wg=kkjmm&psc=1&refRID=FKNCHVY0C2X7KRJPJW4B
https://www.amazon.com/Reasonable-Faith-Christian-Truth-Apologetics/dp/1433501155/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_3?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1433501155&pd_rd_r=GVZRDVA0Y74TKWC5W1BR&pd_rd_w=yeTTR&pd_rd_wg=9kE1j&psc=1&refRID=GVZRDVA0Y74TKWC5W1BR
https://www.amazon.com/Philosophical-Foundations-Christian-Worldview-Moreland/dp/0830826947/ref=pd_sim_14_3?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0830826947&pd_rd_r=3KT137MZ7DNJNWB0TSKT&pd_rd_w=tfxQ9&pd_rd_wg=K6pVN&psc=1&refRID=3KT137MZ7DNJNWB0TSKT


• Faith and Reason: Three Views, Alan G. Padgett, ISBN: 978-0830840403 

 

RENEW Course Descriptions: Spring 2024 

BIB112 New Testament Survey (3 Credits) 

This course is a chronological survey of New Testament people, places, and events. It 
highlights the basic message of the New Testament books, their contribution to God’s 
redemptive storyline, and their significance for Christian thought and practice, based on the life 
and teaching of Christ, the apostles, and the early development of the churches. 

Bibliography Sample 

• The New Testament in Antiquity: A Survey of the New Testament within Its 
Cultural Context, Merrell C. Tenney, ISBN: 978-0802836113 
• The Drama of Scripture: Finding Our Place in the Biblical Story, Craig G. 
Bartholomew, ISBN: 978-0801049569 
• New Testament Survey, Merrill C. Tenney, ISBN: 978-0802836113 
• A Popular Survey of the New Testament, Norman L. Geisler, ISBN: 978-
0801016615 
• The Essence of the New Testament: A Survey, Elmer L. Towns and Ben Gutiérrez, 
ISBN: 978-1433677052 

 

MIN404 Developing Dynamic Teams (3 Credits) 

Organizations are increasingly realizing the need for a team orientation, yet, despite the 
rhetoric, there remain significant cultural impediments to team development and maintenance. 
This course leads students in an application of group and team theory for recruiting, 
developing, mobilizing, and mending teams of employees and volunteers for maximum 
effectiveness. 

Bibliography Sample 

• Leaders Eat Last: Why Some Teams Pull Together and Others Don’t, Simon Sinek, 
ISBN: 978-1591848011 
• Team of Teams: New Rules of Engagement for a Complex World, Gen. Stanley 
McChrystal, ISBN: 978-1591847489 
• The Coaching Habit: Say Less, Ask More & Change the Way You Lead Forever, 
Michael B. Stanier, ISBN: 978-0978440749 
• Sticky Teams: Keeping Your Leadership Team and Staff on the Same Page, Larry 
Osborne, ISBN: 978-0310324645 

https://www.amazon.com/Faith-Reason-Three-Spectrum-Multiview/dp/0830840400/ref=pd_sim_14_3?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0830840400&pd_rd_r=6RAJ6DQ2SWVA21MB2KK2&pd_rd_w=FzXyj&pd_rd_wg=T0Bzo&psc=1&refRID=6RAJ6DQ2SWVA21MB2KK2
https://www.amazon.com/New-Testament-Survey-Merrill-Tenney/dp/0802836119/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1496600758&sr=1-2&keywords=new+testament+survey
https://www.amazon.com/New-Testament-Survey-Merrill-Tenney/dp/0802836119/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1496600758&sr=1-2&keywords=new+testament+survey
https://www.amazon.com/Drama-Scripture-Finding-Place-Biblical/dp/0801049563/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1496600853&sr=8-1&keywords=Drama+of+Scripture%3A+Finding+Our+Place+in+the+Biblical+Story
https://www.amazon.com/New-Testament-Survey-Merrill-Tenney/dp/0802836119/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1496600921&sr=8-2&keywords=new+testament+survey
https://www.amazon.com/Popular-Survey-New-Testament/dp/0801016614/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&qid=1496600921&sr=8-6&keywords=new+testament+survey
https://www.amazon.com/Essence-New-Testament-Survey/dp/1433677059/ref=sr_1_12?ie=UTF8&qid=1496600921&sr=8-12&keywords=new+testament+survey
https://www.amazon.com/Leaders-Eat-Last-Together-Others/dp/1591848016/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
https://www.amazon.com/Team-Teams-Rules-Engagement-Complex/dp/1591847486/ref=sr_1_22?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1496613729&sr=1-22&keywords=organizational+communication
https://www.amazon.com/Coaching-Habit-Less-Change-Forever/dp/0978440749/ref=pd_sim_14_9?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0978440749&pd_rd_r=CAG7VRD3VKAXZ4K1WZPT&pd_rd_w=EWY3W&pd_rd_wg=WFrXg&psc=1&refRID=CAG7VRD3VKAXZ4K1WZPT
https://www.amazon.com/Sticky-Teams-Keeping-Leadership-Staff/dp/0310324645/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1491259027&sr=1-1&keywords=Sticky+Teams


• Leading the Team-Based Church: How Pastors and Church Staffs Can Grow 
Together into a Powerful Fellowship of Leaders, George Cladis, ISBN: 978-
0787941192 
 

PHI130 Introduction to Ethics (3 Credits) 

This course is designed as an introduction to ethical thought and its application to 
contemporary decision-making. Examination of issues such as those involved in reproduction, 
abortion, infanticide, euthanasia, genetic engineering, biomedical research, divorce, 
homosexuality, LGBT, capital punishment, civil disobedience, war, social justice, and the 
environment may be explored. The desired outcome is for students to demonstrate critical 
thinking about such issues and to develop skills to articulate positions about moral and social 
problems from their own personal worldviews. 

Bibliography Sample 

• Ethics, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, ISBN: 978-0684815015 
• Christian Ethics: Contemporary Issues and Options, Normal L. Geisler, ISBN: 978-
0801038792 
• Ministerial Ethics: Moral Formation for Church Leaders, Joe E. Trull, ISBN: 978-
0801027550 
• Christian Ethics: A Case Method Approach 4th Edition, Laura A. Stivers, ISBN: 
978-1570759666 
• Introducing Christian Ethics: A Short Guide to Making Moral Choices, Scott Rae, 
ISBN: 978-0310521181 

 

MAT121 Problem-Solving Strategies (3 Credits) 

This course is an introduction to classic and nontraditional problem-solving strategies. 
Students will learn how to successfully gather information, arrange it, implement one or more 
strategies to best solve a problem, and then communicate the solution in both written and oral 
form. Above all, this class will teach how to think creatively and critically and how to solve 
problems collaboratively. 

Bibliography Sample 

• Problem-Solving Strategies in Mathematics, Alfred Posamentier, ISBN: 978-
9814651639 
• The Art of Mathematical Problem Solving, Richard Beekman, ISBN: 978-
1329428904 
• The Stanford Mathematics Problem Book, G. Polya, ISBN: 978-0486469249 

https://www.amazon.com/Leading-Team-Based-Church-Fellowship-Publication/dp/0787941190/ref=pd_sim_14_3?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0787941190&pd_rd_r=XKJRXYCBVSXTHGYFMG2T&pd_rd_w=WTOpg&pd_rd_wg=Jm5Ui&psc=1&refRID=XKJRXYCBVSXTHGYFMG2T
https://www.amazon.com/Leading-Team-Based-Church-Fellowship-Publication/dp/0787941190/ref=pd_sim_14_3?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0787941190&pd_rd_r=XKJRXYCBVSXTHGYFMG2T&pd_rd_w=WTOpg&pd_rd_wg=Jm5Ui&psc=1&refRID=XKJRXYCBVSXTHGYFMG2T
https://www.amazon.com/Ethics-Dietrich-Bonhoeffer/dp/068481501X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1491255131&sr=1-1&keywords=ethics+bonhoeffer
https://www.amazon.com/Christian-Ethics-Contemporary-Issues-Options/dp/0801038790/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1496658622&sr=1-1&keywords=christian+ethics
https://www.amazon.com/Ministerial-Ethics-Formation-Church-Leaders/dp/0801027551/ref=pd_sim_14_4?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0801027551&pd_rd_r=D71Q1GX5YT5GS8RXDQ1G&pd_rd_w=Q29yj&pd_rd_wg=qwjib&psc=1&refRID=D71Q1GX5YT5GS8RXDQ1G
https://www.amazon.com/Christian-Ethics-Method-Approach-Subsequent/dp/1570759669/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1496658622&sr=1-4&keywords=christian+ethics
https://www.amazon.com/Introducing-Christian-Ethics-Making-Choices/dp/0310521181/ref=sr_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1496658622&sr=1-5&keywords=christian+ethics
https://www.amazon.com/Problem-Solving-Strategies-Mathematics-Approaches-Exemplary/dp/981465163X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1496763952&sr=1-1&keywords=problem+solving+strategies+in+mathematics
https://www.amazon.com/Art-Mathematical-Problem-Solving/dp/1329428900/ref=pd_sim_14_1?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1329428900&pd_rd_r=19BE8HY1VMDVCJC2AF87&pd_rd_w=xqI8x&pd_rd_wg=vjexp&psc=1&refRID=19BE8HY1VMDVCJC2AF87
https://www.amazon.com/Stanford-Mathematics-Problem-Book-Solutions/dp/0486469247/ref=pd_sim_14_3?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0486469247&pd_rd_r=19BE8HY1VMDVCJC2AF87&pd_rd_w=xqI8x&pd_rd_wg=vjexp&psc=1&refRID=19BE8HY1VMDVCJC2AF87


• How to Solve It: A New Aspect of Mathematical Method, G. Polya, ISBN: 978-
0691164076 

https://www.amazon.com/How-Solve-Mathematical-Princeton-Science/dp/069116407X/ref=pd_sim_14_5?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=069116407X&pd_rd_r=19BE8HY1VMDVCJC2AF87&pd_rd_w=xqI8x&pd_rd_wg=vjexp&psc=1&refRID=19BE8HY1VMDVCJC2AF87

